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THE HEALTHCARE GAMES: 
WHEN GOVERNMENT RUNS HEALTHCARE 

THE ODDS ARE NEVER IN YOUR FAVOR.



Foreword 
This booklet was inspired by the best selling book series  
The Hunger Games. While watching the movie I noticed  
eerily similar trends we’re facing as a country today.

I specifically saw a parallel between the rationing of food in 
the movie and the rationing of healthcare that Obamacare will 

create. After some further research it became clear that Obamacare is the real life 
version of The Hunger Games!

The Hunger Games is a fictional novel. However, within the storyline there are 
innumerable lessons we use to connect a broader public policy argument.

After viewing the movie I was compelled to create a booklet that connected the 
brutality, scarcity, and fear illustrated in The Hunger Games. This booklet shows 
how our healthcare system can quickly become one of rationing, longer waits, and 
overall lower quality care.

The Hunger Games is one of the most widely recognized and respected stories 
amongst millennials. This booklet successfully connects pop culture with public 
policy which is often challenging for politicians and organizers.

We use a fictional narrative that takes place many years in the future to tie the 
booklet together. We also incorporated hard data and evidence to show how 
disastrous Obamacare will be on everyday Americans.

Whether you’ve seen The Hunger Games or not I’m positive you will take 
important information and arguments from this booklet.

I hope you enjoy The Healthcare Games!

Let the odds forever be in your favor! 

Sincerely, 

Charlie Kirk 
Founder and Executive Director 
Turning Point USA
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Why do you think we have a winner? I mean, if we just 
wanted to intimidate the districts, why not round up twenty-
four of them at random and execute them all at once? Be a  
lot faster. Hope. Hope. It is the only thing stronger than fear. 
A little hope is effective. A lot of hope is dangerous. A spark  
is fine, as long as it’s contained. 

~Adapted from remarks by President Snow in “The Hunger Games”
 

The following events take place November 14-16, 2064 AD in Global Territory 
86; Precinct 1 (formerly known as the Manhattan-Washington DC corridor in the 
United States of America); capital city of Quarantinia. 

Entire Territory commonly referred to as “Americant” 

Part one:
The autumn sky was a dark shade of grey. It was often difficult to tell if the 
overcast appearance was caused by cloud cover or the thick sulfur smog so 
common in the past twenty years. When the United States surrendered its 
sovereignty to then emerging League of Refined Nations and became a global 
citizen, it also agreed to cease all activities that generated any form pollutants into 
the atmosphere. That left all production in the hands of less developed nations not 
invited to join The League. Atmospheric pollution soared and now sunshine was 
almost as rare as finding white bread or carbonated soda.

Welniss Orwell rubbed her eyes. They were always sensitive to the smog. As 
the crowd pushed in against her she wondered if today might be the day she 
would be chosen. For years as she approached eligibility she both dreaded and 
longed for this day. For her it generated emotions of hope and despair. A chance 
at continued life for sure, but also a confrontation with the fact that so much death 
would soon surround her and all the people she loved. She felt the tension and 
prayed, quietly so as not to be removed by the guards, it would all be over soon.

While she waited in the misty rain that now began to fall, slightly burning as it hit 
her skin due to the residue it held, she remembered back when the seeds of today 
had first been planted. It was 2010 and she was a young 20 year old sophomore 
in college beginning her study of medicine. She thought of her enthusiasm she’d 
held in those days, present right up until the moment when the Affordable Health 
Care Act was signed into law. They called it “Obamacare” back then and she 
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recalled how so many hailed it as a crowning achievement at the time but how  
she had sensed even then it was really something to be feared. Against her 
instincts, she continued her study of medicine and ultimately became a doctor. 
That had been a mistake.

A phlegm-laden cough came from her friend Peta standing beside her. Peta was 
not well. They’d gone to school together and despite their disagreement on the 
course the nation had taken, they were still friends, bonded by their past and 
disregarding their differences. Without medical care Peta wouldn’t last the winter, 
she thought. This is his last chance.

The crowd roared as President Lues stepped out from House Black and onto 
the balcony to address the masses. Some jeered but were quickly silenced with 
the quick jab of a soldier’s rifle butt. Once the crowd was silenced, the President 
began to speak.

“Fellow citizens, welcome to you all from all Precincts of Global Territory 86 which 
we affectionately call Americant . For the past ten years we gather on this day to 
enjoy the competition of those Citizens of the Globe in their 75th year of life as 
they fight for the privilege of being able to obtain medical care, the best medical 
care offered only to your leaders, once they reach their 75th birthday and for the 
rest of their lives. As you know, as members of The League we acknowledge its 
goals to control the growth of population and to limit life to only those years which 
are meaningful, those under the age of 75.

Today, two 74 year old citizens, one male and one female, from each of the 
13 Americant Precincts, excluding Precinct 1 which is exempt, will be given a 
chance to compete against each other to earn access to healthcare. The winner 
is promised the extension of their life to whatever extent medical science can help 
to preserve it. The losers shall be left to rejoin others of their age group until they 
reach their 75th birthday and are entered into our humane Life Recycle Program.
This year’s event like other years has traditional challenges and new challenges 
for our chosen Tributes. You will be able to view the exercise from a small hand 
held video device which will be issued to you when the competition begins. If 
you’re thinking about using the phone feature of this device during the event to 
communicate with the participants, do not bother. We will be listening and justice 
will be swift.

And with that, let our Tributes be chosen!  
Let the 10th annual The Healthcare Games begin!”
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What is Obamacare?
Obamacare’s legislative name is Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act of 
2010. It was signed into law in March of 2010 along with its Amendment, the 
Healthcare and Education Reconciliation Act of 2010. At 2,700 pages in length, 
and now having over 28,000 pages of regulations in the Federal Register so far, it 
is one of the largest, most comprehensive and sweeping pieces of legislation ever 
passed in U.S. history. Almost more importantly, it is the only piece of legislation 
EVER passed of this significance without a SINGLE vote from the minority 
(Republican) Party in support.

Obamacare creates a national mandate for citizens to obtain health insurance, 
either through the purchase of a policy themselves or with government assistance if 
they cannot afford a policy on their own and qualify for aid. In addition to mandating 
insurance coverage, the legislation broadly expands the role of the Federal 
Government with regard to regulating the health care and insurance industries (two 
industries which were already heavily regulated before the law’s passage.)

Insurance is offered under “exchanges”, managed by either the States or the 
Federal Government, where citizens can apply for the pre-set level of coverage 
they wish to have and also find out if they qualify for some form of welfare 
assistance to pay for all or part of their premium. Some States have participated 
enthusiastically in the program and some not at all. Regardless, any citizen can 
visit the federal site at www.HealthCare.gov to seek coverage through the Federal 
exchange (that is now that it’s working. When it was launched the site experienced 
numerous well publicized crashes and malfunctions including an inability to link 
payments to providers and an easy-to-hack firewall).

The law requires all employers with 
over 50 full-time employees to provide 
health care coverage for those 
workers commencing 2015 (originally 
the requirement was to take effect 
sooner but it was delayed by the 
President for political reasons.) It also 
imposes certain minimum standards 
for what all insurance policies must 
cover, regardless of whom the insured 

is or what their needs are.  It eliminates the exclusion of pre-existing conditions as 
grounds for an insurance company denying coverage to an applicant and it allows 
young people to remain on their parent’s insurance policy until the age of 26.
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Some of these features sound good, some seem harmless, and some just  
a bit mysterious. But no matter how they might appear, each and every one 
of them represents an interference with free markets, voluntary choices,  
and patient-doctor relationships. Obamacare has firmly taken control of over 
16% of the U.S. economy and as a result all of the inherent waste, preferential 
treatment and interruptions of both service and innovation that go hand in hand 
with big government, will now be running and dictating how you and your family 
receive healthcare. 

How it was sold
Obamacare was sold to the nation as a law that was necessary to stop the 
widespread abuse of insurance companies denying people coverage and, more 
broadly, to provide a method that would cover the 46 million Americans the Left 
claimed to be uninsured. Supporters pointed to a lack of preventative tests being 
covered under many insurance plans, how people with pre-existing conditions 
could be denied coverage and left to die, and the arbitrary decisions of big-
insurance executives forcing people to be kicked out of hospital beds too soon 
and sent home at great risk to themselves and others. They also cited those 46 
million who had no coverage at all and were left to wander into emergency rooms 
in order to get treated for a simple common cold. All of these arguments, at face 
value, sounded compelling and made it seem as though the government had to 
do something to help people in need.
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Unfortunately, they were actually a distraction to disarm and deceive Americans 
into surrendering the healthcare freedom and setting themselves up for a battle 
against each other in order to obtain access to an inevitably decreasing and more 
costly healthcare system. The Healthcare Games were about to begin.

What was the truth? The supporters of Obamacare universally cited the “fact” that 
almost 46 million Americans were uninsured. They used that statistic to argue 
that if 1/6 of the population of the richest country on earth couldn’t get insurance 
then the system was broken and people who didn’t want to fix it simply lacked 
compassion. However, as is always the case when people seek to obtain power 
and control over others through the use of a “factual” argument, when closely 
examined those facts start to look more like a magician’s sleight of hand.

The 45.7 million uninsured “citizens” comes from the Census Bureau report in 
2007 that said that number of people in the United States currently were without 
healthcare coverage. Clear enough. However, when you start to look at what the 
report actually says it isn’t quite the case.

For starters, in that report 9.7 million of the uninsured people in the country were 
not U.S. citizens. That brings the number down to 36 million. Of those people, 
it was estimated that 17. 6 million had incomes in excess of $50,000 per year 
and could have afforded insurance had they chosen to buy it. Add to that a study 
by Blue Cross Blue Shield that 14 million of the uninsured already would have 
qualified for Medicaid and SCHIP and, allowing for some liberal rounding of data 
and applicable margins of error, you can conclude that the number of uninsured 
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Americans who just couldn’t manage coverage at the moment was under 10 
million. And finally it is important to point out that the 46 million figure was argued 
for after an immense economic collapse, therefore millions of Americans lost their 
employer provided health insurance due to be laid off at work. 

Supporters of Obamacare deliberately overstated the number of uninsured to 
get compassionate Americans not armed with the facts to sign on to the idea of 
universal coverage and sign away their freedom in the process.

The other compelling argument made by Obamacare supporters was that 
because insurance companies refused to cover people who had a known pre-
existing health conditions, those people were left to slowly die if they lost the 
coverage they currently had or if they did not have any at all. The problem with 
the argument is that is literally impossible to insure something that is pre-existing. 
Insurance is built on the concept of having a large pool of shared diversified “risk” 
levels wherein each member contributes relatively small amounts of money in 
order to pay for those who become victims of that risk. When someone has a 
pre-existing condition their situation is certain. You do not insure against certainty. 
When insurance companies are forced to cover the treating of someone for 
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something they already have that is not insurance. It is a transfer payment or 
welfare. Obamacare was designed to force insurance companies into the welfare 
business.

So American citizens, and American insurance companies, were told that if they 
didn’t sign on board for Obamacare they were being cruel and uncaring.
Always be wary when Big Government tells you that you aren’t being a good 
citizen if you don’t sign away your freedom. Soon you will find yourself competing 
in The Healthcare Games for survival.

What were the real motivations behind Obamacare
In order to  gain control over the people you need to get them to surrender their 
freedom voluntarily. One of the better ways to do that is to convince them that by 
surrendering their freedom they are helping out others. The best way to do it is to 
convince them that they are helping themselves. Obamacare supporters pushed 
both of those buttons to get people to surrender.

There were two fundamental goals with Obamacare. One was to gain control of 
1/6th of the American economy which is what the healthcare industry currently 
represents. The other was a derivative of the first and far more important. Once 
you take responsibility for people’s healthcare you can use that to take control 
over nearly every other aspect of their daily lives. The argument goes something 
like this: Since society has taken on the responsibility of making sure that you 
have health care coverage, then the leaders of society have the obligation to 
make certain that you make choices that are consistent with the public good.

Now that Obamacare has been signed into law Americans are waiting for its 
implementation. Many of the provisions of the law itself have been delayed and 
a far greater number have yet to be written. The bureaucracy in charge with 
implementing Obamacare is taking their time and letting the law become firmly 
embedded in the U.S. medical system before they start to aggressively roll out the 
provisions that will limit the choices and control the lives of citizens.

They know if they do too much too soon the people will be able to see it. Then 
they might rebel. Then they might be forced to launch The Healthcare Games.
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How Obamacare created  
“The Healthcare Games” environment
Now that the federal government has taken control of the American health care 
system, everything that will happen isn’t just predictable; it’s certain. We have 100 
years of history in this country of what happens when government gets bigger 
and interferes with the free choices in the market place. Keeping in mind that the 
future world of The Healthcare Games is one where scarcity of quality care is the 
prevalent condition for most citizens, we need only to look to the British model of 
nationalized health care to get a glimpse of what happens when government is 
in charge of setting the odds of a regular person getting access to the care they 
need.

In Great Britain where national health insurance started in 1948, they still are 
not able to get health care delivered adequately to their citizens in a timely and 
necessary manner. In 2011 Forbes Magazine reported The National Health 
Service (NHS) — the centralized public agency that runs Britain’s government 
healthcare system — was being forced to shave $31 billion from its budget by 
2015. The NHS had been living well beyond its means for quite a while. Those 
cuts compounded the problems inherent in a big government run system. 
Recently, The Telegraph reported waiting times in the NHS are getting worse,  
with targets missed and more than 3.2 million people waiting for treatment. 
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The problems with “universal” healthcare aren’t confined to Britain. Canada’s 
single-payer, government-run system (established in 1984 under the Canada 
Health Act) has the same challenges. In fact, patients in Canada who are entitled 
to “free” health care often come to the United States and pay for it because they 
can’t get it where they live! In the Canadian version of The Healthcare Games. 
Retreating to United States higher ground is an option. But not for long.
The British example is only a glimpse into how bad the health care problems  
will be in the United States. Why will our situation become even worse than  
the one across the pond that is decades ahead of us? Size.

The population of England is 53 million. The population of the entirety of Great 
Britain is only 63 million. That is less than the population of only California and 
New York combined (the population of Canada at 35 million makes it smaller 
than just the state of California). The larger the population the more difficult it is 
to manage every nuance and aspect of their lives. There can be no question that 
as government control of the US healthcare industry expands the system will 
collapse more severely and rapidly than the one in Great Britain.

As the system collapses and coverage becomes of lower quality, and more 
expensive, and harder to get there is one thing that won’t change at all; every 
single citizen will still desperately seek the care they need to improve and prolong 
their life. That is human nature. In that scenario, citizen becomes pitted against 
citizen in order to preserve their life and the lives of their family members. Then 
The Healthcare Games will truly begin.

What are the freedoms that are taken away by Obamacare?
When you aren’t free to choose, you aren’t free. Obamacare is all about replacing 
diversity in choices, with uniformity. As we try to “help the greater good” we soon 
realize that the road to hell is paved with good intentions. 

Kathryn Nix of the Heritage Foundation succinctly enumerated several of those  
lost choices:

“Free” Preventive Services 
Obamacare requires health plans to cover all preventive services ranked A or 
B (recommended) by the United States Preventive Services Task Force and 
does not allow them to share these costs with policyholders. This means that all 
patients will be forced to pay for this coverage through higher premiums. 
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“Free” Women’s Preventive Services 
Obamacare creates additional preventive care coverage requirements for women, 
which, like other benefit mandates, means that women are prevented from choosing 
health plans that suit their needs and reflect their values. These provisions require 
Americans to pay for products such as the full range of contraceptives, including 
abortifacient drugs, even if they object as a matter of conscience or more perversely, 
if they are not even able to conceive in the first place.

Essential Health Benefits Package 
Obamacare requires health plans to cover whatever benefits are deemed essential 
by the Secretary of Health and Human Services. The effects will be one-size-fits-all 
coverage—so that patients are not ‘confused’ by having choices—and elimination 
of employers’ freedom to design their own self-insured plans. Special-interest 
groups will most certainly lobby for inclusion of generous benefits, and the more 
expansive the “essential” benefits package becomes, the more it will cost. The 
coverage “floor” will become the ceiling, and Americans will have fewer options. 

Independent Payment Advisory Board (IPAB) 
Obamacare creates a board of unelected bureaucrats to implement ways to keep 
Medicare spending below a new cap. The board is limited mostly to changing 
provider payment rates, but reducing reimbursement will make it more difficult for 
providers to continue to care for Medicare patients. IPAB will also be empowered 
to contain costs by restricting access to certain treatments or services. Though the 
statute authorizes IPAB to “protect and improve Medicare beneficiaries’ access to 
necessary and evidence-based items and services,” this directive can be used to 
justify restricting access to care that the government does not consider necessary 
or evidence-based for most patients. 

The Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute 
Obamacare creates this entity to advance comparative-effectiveness research 
(CER), which compares treatment options for a disease or condition. CER might 
be useful to doctors and patients in a purely informational role, but it should not 
be used to influence decisions without consideration of each patient’s values, 
lifestyle, preferences, and goals. Obamacare will allow CER to be used by 
government to restrict choice through a one-size-fits-all approach to medicine.

Medicare Value-Based Purchasing 
Obamacare creates a Medicare value-based purchasing program to pay hospitals 
differentially based on their performance on federal quality measures. This 
model has not proven effective in demonstration programs, and it could, in fact, 
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discourage high-quality, personalized care. For example, value-based purchasing 
could lead providers to focus more on care that is financially rewarding than on 
the needs of individual patients. In some cases, this may mean giving preference 
to ineffective or even harmful care. 

Medicaid Expansion 
Medicaid, the federal–state program that provides health care for the poor and 
disabled, often fails to ensure timely access to appropriate care because of low 
reimbursement. Obamacare will add at least 17 million Americans to the program, 
exacerbating Medicaid’s existing problems. More patients will be subject to 
the limited access to providers experienced by current Medicaid beneficiaries, 
reducing choice of physicians for current and new enrollees.

Medicare Provider Payment Cuts 
Obamacare cuts Medicare spending by about $400 billion by using one of the 
most damaging cost-containment mechanisms: reducing provider reimbursement 
rates. As payment for provider services falls, seniors will find fewer doctors 
and other providers who accept Medicare. The Medicare actuary predicts that 
reductions in provider payment rates under Obamacare will lead to 25 percent of 
hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, and home health agencies operating in the red 
by 2030.

Medicare Advantage Cuts 
Obamacare cuts payments to health plans in Medicare Advantage. This popular 
and successful program allows seniors to receive Medicare benefits through 
a private plan of their choice. But the cuts will force seniors to either pay more 
in premiums or receive fewer benefits. The Medicare actuary projects that 
enrollment in the program will be cut in half as seniors’ options become limited 
and they are forced back into traditional Medicare. 

In addition to these losses of freedom of choice pointed out by Heritage, we have 
also recently seen the following: 

• Well over 2 million people had their individual policies canceled at the end of 
2013 with more cancellations certain to follow. Obamacare supporters describe 
the suffering caused to these people statistically insignificant and necessary for 
the nation to adjust to the new program.

• Target, Trader Joe’s, Home Depot, Walmart, and Forever 21 to name a few 
have dropped health care coverage for part time workers because of Obamacare. 
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These people now have to buy less desirable, more expensive coverage on their 
own to comply with the law and take care of their families.
 
• Colleges and universities all around the country are cutting the hours of students 
working their way through college to avoid the cost of having to provide health insurance.

• Millions of Americans are being forced to change their doctor, change their 
hospital, or both because the rigid, uniformed standards of Obamacare do not 
have their hospitals or doctors in their plan or because doctors choose not to 
participate under Obamacare’s tougher reimbursement processes.
 
• Because of complex rules relating to approved drug lists and out of pocket costs that 
are, or are not, applied against your health insurance deductible, many people will be 
unable to get the prescription medication they want or that their doctors recommend.

• Because of the poorer coverage for “allowable” drugs, there has been a rush 
to purchase the lower cost generics. As anyone who has ever a) taken a course 
in economics and b) passed it, would know, that has led to a spike in the cost of 
those generics with some increasing by over 1,000 percent in 2013!

All of these crippling, freedom-restricting effects of Obamacare were known to be 
inevitable in advance by the people who forced the law on the American people. 
Why didn’t they tell anybody? The answer is obvious. If people had understood 
the truth about Obamacare “the Law” while it was still Obamacare “the Proposal” 
they never would have allowed it. Obamacare is now here whether we like it or 
not.  Unless a massive citizen protest occurs in the near future we will have to live 
with this law and hopefully not participate in The Healthcare Games.
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Part Two
Welniss was getting uncomfortable from the burn of the rain.

Her special jacket designed to protect the skin from the chemicals was nearly 
20 years old and the material was becoming slightly porous. New jackets were 
expensive and whenever someone died their jacket would quickly disappear.  
She tried not to notice and instead focus her attention on the selection process 
which was now approaching her Precinct; Precinct 13.

She remembered coming to the first The Healthcare Games selection 10 years 
ago as a spectator. There were so many more people here then. The pandemic 
which swept through all of The League of Refined Nations four years ago took so 
many lives. It seemed a shame that League leaders refused to block the entrance 
of the disease carriers from other nations so as not to cause them offense. She 
shook her head at the thought. She couldn’t let that distract her today.

From the balcony of House Black she heard President Lue’s Communication Tsar 
call out the names of the Precinct 12 Tributes; one male one female. Welniss eyed 
them carefully as they made their way forward, pushed and shoved by their fellow 
Precinct members until they stumbled to the front. They do not look well, she 
thought. They will not be a serious threat.

She wondered why it took several minutes between the announcements of each 
Precinct’s Tributes. Is it possible they do not have the names ahead of time? 
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She chuckled at the thought of the government scrambling at the last minute to 
approve the government’s own list. 

She looked again at Peta. The rain was reddening his already paper-thin skin. 
She thought how ironic it was that given his bad health if he was selected he 
would never last through the Games and if he wasn’t selected he wouldn’t last 
anyway. Such hopelessness.

Suddenly Welniss was overcome with a sense of loss remembering her late 
husband Martyrn. They had been married almost 40 years when he turned 75 
and was placed into the Life Recycle Program. She wondered if she would have 
ever married Martyrn if she’d known at the time that his being three years older 
than her would have necessarily meant a certain end to their relationship. It didn’t 
matter anymore. Good memories.

“And now for the Tributes from Precinct 13” the Communication Tsar bellowed. 
Welniss drew a breath and held it. Did she want to get picked? Did she want a 
chance to live longer in this God-forsaken land? If she was picked could she do 
what she needed to do win?

“Welniss Orwell is chosen as the female Tribute”.

She could not believe her ears. Her knees weakened and she nearly fell. The 
people around her jeered and poked her and brought her to her senses…

Just in time to hear Peta’s name called as the male Tribute.

All Tributes were called before the House Black balcony. The crowd cheered and 
the band played. Before they were to be taken to be readied for The Health Care 
Games there was one final bit of ceremony. Out onto the balcony was wheeled 
a very old, contorted man, laden with sores, who raised his withered hand slowly 
to the crowd. It was the man the Territory referred to as Grandpa Eee-Em, now 
in his 107th year. Welniss remembered Grandpa Eee-Em had been the creator 
of Obamacare so many decades before. He had wished to live no longer than 
the age of 75 but because of his importance to The League, Elders insisted he 
be kept alive by any means necessary for as long as possible. The Healthcare 
Games had been created in his honor.

To always celebrate his idea of meaningful life being over by the age of 75.
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As Welniss walked to board the transport with the other Tributes she placed her 
hands into her pockets. Her fingers touched the two pills she had brought along 
just in case. She hoped they would remain in her pocket.

If Obamacare is free healthcare for some,  
how do we pay for it?
The short answer is everybody who has to pay anything has to pay more, and the 
healthy pay extra to subsidize the sick. 

Seem reasonable?

Obamacare is funded by a vast number of new taxes spread over businesses and 
individuals. In addition, by forcing young, healthy people to pay more for insurance 
(or to pay for it period if they would have chosen not to have it if left on their own), 
Obamacare creates a situation where the young and healthy have their funds 
forcibly taken from them to support the old and the sick. Forced redistribution 
of this sort and on this scale create deep tensions within any nation and will 
ultimately lead to The Healthcare Games being more “spirited” as combatants 
are permitted a venue to release their hostility.
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U.S. Congressman Jeff Duncan from South Carolina posted a list of the 
Obamacare tax increases on his website.  Below are listed just some of the  
larger increases along with their impact, taken from his synopsis:

• $123 Billion: Surtax on Investment 
Income: A new, 3.8 percent surtax on 
investment income earned in households 
making at least $250,000 ($200,000 
single). This would result in higher top 
tax rates on investment income and will 
impact job creation by deterring new 
investment.

• $86 Billion: Hike in Medicare Payroll 
Tax: This tax punishes self-employed 
people and negatively impact job creation 

in privately owned business where owners are taxed on corporate earning 
individually.

• $65 Billion: Individual Mandate Excise Tax and Employer Mandate Tax: For 
individuals, anyone not buying “qualifying” health insurance as defined by Obama-
appointed HHS bureaucrats must pay an income surtax. For employers, if they 
do not offer health coverage, and at least one employee qualifies for a health tax 
credit, the employer must pay an additional non-deductible tax of $2000 for all full-
time employees. This will apply to all employers with 50 or more employees. If any 
employee actually receives coverage through the exchange, the penalty on the 
employer for that employee rises to $3000. These requirements phase in starting 
in 2015.

• $60.1 Billion: Tax on Health Insurers (Takes effect Jan. 2014): Annual tax 
on the industry imposed relative to health insurance premiums collected that year. 
Phases in gradually until 2018.

• $32 Billion: Excise Tax on Comprehensive Health Insurance Plans: Starting 
in 2018, new 40 percent excise tax on “Cadillac” health insurance plans.

• $22.2 Billion: Tax on Innovator Drug Companies: $2.3 billion annual tax on 
the industry imposed relative to share of sales made that year.

• $20 Billion: Tax on Medical Device Manufacturers: Medical device 
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manufacturers employ 360,000 people in 6000 plants across the country. This law 
imposes a new 2.3% excise tax.

• $15.2 Billion: High Medical Bills Tax: Formerly, those facing high medical 
expenses were allowed a deduction for medical expenses to the extent that those 
expenses exceed 7.5 percent of adjusted gross income (AGI). The new provision 
imposes a threshold of 10 percent of AGI. 

• $13.2 Billion: Flexible Spending Account Cap – aka “Special Needs Kids 
Tax”: Imposes cap on FSAs of $2500 (now unlimited). There is one group of 
FSA owners for whom this new cap will be particularly cruel and onerous: parents 
of special needs children. There are thousands of families with special needs 
children in the United States and many of them use FSAs to pay for special needs 
education. Tuition rates at some leading schools can exceed $14,000 per year.

• $5 Billion: Medicine Cabinet Tax: Americans will no longer be able to use 
health savings account (HSA), flexible spending account (FSA), or health 
reimbursement (HRA) pre-tax dollars to purchase non-prescription, over-the-
counter medicines (except insulin).

• $4.5 Billion: Elimination of tax deduction for employer-provided retirement Rx 
drug coverage in coordination with Medicare Part D. Employers will stop paying 
for prescription coverage for retirees forcing that burden onto them directly.

First I told them it wasn’t  
a tax, then I said it would  
bring their cost of health  
care down. I can’t believe  
they actually bought it.

Stop, stop, you’re  
killing me!
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•	 $4.5	Billion:	Codification	of	the	“economic	substance	doctrine”: This 
provision allows the IRS to disallow completely-legal tax deductions and other 
legal tax-minimizing plans just because the IRS deems that the action lacks 
“substance” and is merely intended to reduce taxes owed.

• $2.7 Billion: Tax on Indoor Tanning Services: New 10 percent excise tax on 
Americans using indoor tanning salons.

• $1.4 Billion: HSA Withdrawal Tax Hike: Increases additional tax on non-
medical early withdrawals from an HSA from 10 to 20 percent, disadvantaging 
them relative to IRAs and other tax-advantaged accounts, which remain at 10 
percent.
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If you are struck by magnitude of these tax increases, you should be. What you 
should also be struck by is the randomness and capriciousness of the tax hikes. 
Clearly, little thought was given as to how industries and individuals would be 
harmed by these taxes. An expression commonly used in today’s debate is that of 
“unintended consequences”; those things which happen as a result of particular 
policy decision that were not foreseen. But when no regard whatsoever is paid 
to identifying and mitigating consequences when a law is passed can you really 
consider the adverse consequences to be unintended? 

It’s more likely the case that the people supporting the law simply didn’t care what 
wreckage was left by their decisions. After all, the goal was simply to grab power 
and control over people lives and then to let The Healthcare Games sort it all out.

Richest get coverage anyway
Amidst all the limitations and taxes associated with Obamacare, it is reasonable to 
assume that everyone will be equally harmed by this big government takeover of 
the healthcare system.

But that won’t be the case.

In both Great Britain and Canada, people of means are able to purchase 
supplemental policies that entitle them to special access into the healthcare 
system. In addition, the wealthy can “shop venues” and travel to anywhere in the 
world where some special sort of treatment or drug is available that cannot be 
found at home. A person of average means will have no such option available to 
them. Obamacare is truly a tax and attack on poor and middle class Americans! 
They will be forced to compete with others, The Healthcare Games style, for 
what limited rationed care is available. 

At least Obamacare will make it easier to see a doctor than 
it would be without insurance.
If you can find one.

One survey found that 83% of doctors were thinking of leaving the profession 
because of Obamacare. It is also fair to speculate whether or not young people 
will continue to seek medicine as a career now that the student debt load 
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associated with becoming a doctor is increasing at the same time that future 
earning potential is decreasing. Forbes reported that medical school admissions 
are down by 6% at a time when the Association of American Medical Colleges 
predicts a shortage of 160,000 by 2025. Forbes further reports that “the effective 
shortage of doctors who will work with Obamacare is far greater. Doctors who 
are already in practice will drop out of insurances, move to hospitals to work for 
a salary, or accept cash only. This trend will create a two-tiered system of health 
care and could be a knife in the back of Obamacare, which relies on physician 
participation with insurances and its expanded patient load to survive.”

If a doctor does stay in private practice they will find it difficult to stay the course. 
With the expansion of Medicaid and with baby boomers coming into Medicare 
age, stresses on the system will be considerable. Consider that Medicaid only 
pays 56% of what private insurance pays a doctor and Medicare only pays 81%. 
This means that doctors will receive significantly less money per patient than was 
previously the case.  

While many people in medicine pursue the field as part of a calling to help others, 
it is folly to think that the simple laws of economics can be repealed just because 
of a set of new government mandates. Seeking a medical career is an investment 
of time and money for people who choose to pursue it. To the extent that the 
return on that investment is diminished, fewer rational people will make that 
choice.

Perhaps doctors will also have to participate in The Healthcare Games?

How is Obamacare being enforced?
The government agency assigned the greatest enforcement and oversight powers 
under Obamacare is the Internal Revenue Service. That’s right, the same agency 
that has used its power to suppress political speech and silence dissent is now the 
chief enforcement arm of Obamacare. It is estimated that the IRS will need to add 
up to 16,000 new employees to chase Americans under Obamacare (remember 
the IRS doesn’t hire anybody to help out citizens) and spend between $5-10 billion 
over ten years. The IRS will become the soldiers who enforce order before and 
during The Healthcare Games.



  turning point usa THE HEALTHCARE GAMES |  page 21

Why we are so certain that Obamacare won’t work?
It is reasonable to ask that question. After all, the system is barely being 
implemented at the time of this writing. Isn’t it possible that naysayers and free 
market thinkers are wrong and that Obamacare will be the most successful 
program ever enacted at the Federal level?

Maybe, but we do have insight into  
what the future holds for Obamacare.  
We already have a micro-version of 
government managed healthcare at  
work in the United States. We call it  
The Veterans Administration.

2011 data shows that the VA employed 280,000 people and had a budget of $47 
billion. The VA sees over six million patients per year at 153 centers across the 
country. For years the VA has touted their per patient cost advantage over non-VA 
hospitals. In 2014 we learned why the VA costs might not be higher than those 
found in the private sector (itself never an example of free market achievement 
due to the heavily regulated nature of the industry and the partnership with 
insurance companies): the system is in complete disarray with veterans literally 
being left to die because they cannot get in to see a doctor. Perverse performance 
reviews, bureaucratic waste, and false incentives have created a huge problem 
in the VA where people are literally dying waiting to receive healthcare. The exact 
same problem was recently encounterred in the British system.
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The scandals in the VA show what happens when government attempts  
to handle a system with six million patients. How does anyone think government  
will manage a system with 300 million? The real question is whether or not 
veterans will be healthy enough to put their military skills to use when competing 
in The Healthcare Games? 
 

Part Three
The competition had been intense. And now, Welniss and Peta, the so unlikely 
Peta, were the last two remaining Tributes. After all they had encountered in the 
past few days it was hard to imagine that the challenge they now faced was the 
most horrifying situation either could ever have imagined.

The competition had begun less than 48 hours earlier when the Tributes were 
dropped off at the abandoned campus of what had once been John Hopkins 
Hospital. The massive facility sitting upon eight acres of land, and once had 
housed over 1,000 patients, had been shuttered years ago when there were 
simply not enough people left who were eligible for treatment. It had been an 
elite hospital and once access to such facilities was restricted, the need for elite 
hospitals was drastically reduced.

But it made an excellent site for The Healthcare Games. With a maze-like main 
facility, outbuildings and grown-over acreage there were numerous places both to 
confront and to hide.

Immediately upon release the Tributes found themselves directed into a massive 
room filled with thousands of reams of paper, all of them containing rules and 
forms and questions that needed to be found, deciphered, and completed 
accurately in order to be let through into the remainder of the activities. A giant 
hour glass sat mounted on the wall with each grain of falling sand representing 
time running out for Tributes to complete their paperwork. Several were lost in 
that initial activity. Welniss, with her old medical training still in the shadows of 
her brain, navigated the course better than any others. Peta, rallying himself in a 
manner she never thought possible had also made it through.

The next two days saw challenges presented in many forms. There were periodic 
confrontations with auditors asking random questions from their financial past. 
A single wrong or incomplete answer led to disqualification. There was the room 
filled with complex equipment designed to provide them nutrition in which they 
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had to figure out how to operate the machinery themselves because nobody 
was authorized to help them. Perhaps the toughest challenge had been the 
room where once two Tributes had entered, each had to argue before a health 
magistrate why their life was more valuable than the other’s. The “winner” 
as chosen by the magistrate could proceed while the other was dispatched 
immediately into the Life Recycle Program.

But nothing had prepared them for this.

A man and a woman sat bound to chairs on opposite sides of a magistrate who 
was draped in a brilliant black robe and wearing a white wig as if to mock the 
founders of the anachronism that was the United States. The judge spoke and 
explained the situation to Welniss and Peta.

“Before you are two citizens. Each of the age of 37 and half way through their 
meaningful lives. They both have a medical condition that requires immediate 
attention. One of you, and it will be you, Welniss, must choose which one should 
die and if President Lues agrees with your choice, the life of the other person, and 
your life, shall be spared and you will win The Healthcare Games. If President 
Lues chooses the other for death, then you will be sent to the Life Recycle 
Program. Now I will tell you their stories.

Person A has a brain aneurysm that could burst at any moment and will be fatal. 
She is a productive member of society with a job as a genetically modified food 
engineer. She is, however, infertile and cannot produce any offspring which 
lessens her value in serving the greater good. Person B,, is robust, fertile, and 
has an IQ in excess of 150.  However, he is an agitator and has sparked repeated 
protests against The League. He has a degenerative lung disease which requires 
a transplant.

So I ask you, Tribute Welniss, who do you choose to die?”

“What happens to Peta if I choose the right person” Welniss asked?

The Magistrate gave a shrug of his shoulders and just shook his head side to side.

Welniss and Peta locked themselves in a gaze that seemed to last for hours. Each of 
them mentally reliving the last 54 years of friendship they had shared in the moments 
they had left. Neither wanted to act nor speak. They held their gaze in silence until 
Welniss leaned into Peta, held him tightly and pressed her lips to his ear.
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“If we are forced to play games with the life or death of others in order for us to 
either live or die ourselves then our lives our worth nothing. I have two cyanide 
capsules in my pocket. Let us take them together and ruin this farce they call  
The Healthcare Games.”

Peta, now broken completely, managed his lips into a half smile and nodded his 
head as if to agree. Welniss sensed something odd in him but didn’t question it as 
she knew their time was short. Together they stood and Welniss placed her hand 
into her pocket.

Peta suddenly cried out “Your magistrate, Welniss is not able to choose. I choose 
for her and I choose Person B.” Welniss was shocked. She knew he had done it 
to give her a chance at life but she had not anticipated it. Welniss turned to Peta 
in disbelief. She saw pure terror in his eyes. She wanted to say something but the 
only word she could utter was “Why?”

Then the voice of President Lues suddenly boomed from the public address 
system. “Well congratulations. What a noble gesture. Peta, trying to make certain 
Welniss had a chance to live. While it seems a bit silly to those of us who know that 
life has no value beyond the age of 75, there is a quaint, sort of nostalgic feeling 
you’ve rekindled. But no matter. This year the Health Care Games shall have two 
winners. You see, I have decided that both of these people are no longer worthy of 
life within the Global Community. Therefore I sentence them both to death. What 
is worse for both you and Welniss is the sentence I impose upon you. I, President 
Lues, duly sworn leader of Global Territory 86 known as Americant, do hereby 
sentence both of you to meaningless and unfulfilling life to the age of 75 and 
beyond.”

As the crowd roared their approval no one noticed the 106 year old Grandpa Eee-
Em, sitting quietly in his chair with a small tear rolling down his lesion-filled cheek. 
It was a tear shed in happiness; shed in the knowing that two more people would 
be forced, like him, to waste time upon the earth in that non-quality portion of life 
which happens after age 75.
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What would be a solution to healthcare problems?

Prior to the passage of Obamacare there was little disagreement that problems 
existed within the U.S. healthcare system. Problems ranging from a ballooning 
cost structure, the overuse of emergency rooms, the lack of portability of 
insurance, and the inability of people with chronic conditions to get payment 
healthcare insurance or assistance were present and pervasive. However, what 
Obamacare did was to allow the federal government, and the people within it 
who seek to control the lives of others, to use the problems within the healthcare 
system as an excuse to begin the takeover of the system and replace free market 
mechanisms with government control. This will take an industry with problems and 
turn it into a problem industry.

So what are the solutions? While the matter is complex, here are some basic 
ideas that would combine market forces with some basic government assistance 
to address the problems our healthcare system faced before Obamacare:

• Allow insurance companies to compete across state lines: Currently health 
insurance companies are not allowed to operate interstate. This means that each 
Blue Cross Blue Shield organization in each of the 50 states must be its own 
separate legal entity. Allow insurance companies to operate in any state they wish 
and let the competition drive the cost of insurance lower.

• For people with pre-existing conditions, provide tax payer subsidy for care: 
Nobody wants to see someone left to die because they have a chronic or 
acute condition requiring care but because they recently lost their job and 
their insurance they can’t afford to pay. It would be relatively simply and cost-
effective to subsidize people in such a circumstance the same way we subsidize 
dependent children or unemployed workers.

• Make health insurance portable: For decades the majority of people get their 
insurance from an employer’s health care plan. If they leave that job they can 
continue their coverage for a period of time but ultimately it ends. If people were 
allowed to carry their individual policy with them we could help eliminate the 
“structural” level of uninsured people in the country primarily caused by people 
losing their employer’s policy coverage.

• Eliminate direct payments from insurance companies to hospitals: One of the 
reasons that healthcare costs have skyrocketed is because the patient doesn’t 
ever get to see the real charges ahead of time. Nobody asks “what’s this going 
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to cost?” People get their care, the hospital submits the charge to insurance 
company, and the patient gets a statement in the mail saying what was charged, 
what was paid, and what they owe. Too late! By that time the damage has already 
been done. If hospitals were required to go through the charges at time of service 
with patients and show them what treatments would cost before and after their 
insurance was applied there would be a whole new level of cost-consciousness 
introduced to the process. In addition, if patients were required to submit charges 
to insurance companies for reimbursement then further awareness would be 
generated. 

• Subsidize insurance premiums for low income individuals/families:  If we want to 
make certain that everyone has access to some sort of health insurance we don’t 
need to have big government take over the system. All we have to do is 1) create 
a means—test for assistance 2) establish an amount that equals an annual policy 
premium for acceptable coverage and 3) make that amount available to tax filers 
in the form of a tax credit. This in and of itself would provide for the opportunity 
overnight for everyone to have health insurance and would do it at a fraction of the 
cost of Obamacare!

These are some sensible, simple solutions to address which were recognized 
universally as a problem in the healthcare system. Other market-based small 
government solutions also exist. Why weren’t these solutions or others like them 
adopted by the proponents of Obamacare when they said all they wanted to do 
was improve the system for everyone? The answer is both simple and frightening:

The supporters of Obamacare who designed the legislation never really wanted to 
help improve the healthcare system. They wanted to be able to take control of the 
healthcare system so that they could take control of you! They seek to replace your 
decisions about what you want and what is best for you with their own collective 
vision about what is best for everyone. They know that as a result of their actions 
families will suffer, businesses will fail and people will die. They see all of this as 
being a necessary collateral damage, necessary in order to serve the greater good.

And besides, they know that The Healthcare Games will be fun to watch for 
those privileged enough to not have to feel the impact of Obamacare.

Words from its Founder
Recently, Ezekiel Emanuel, the intellectual father of Obamacare, wrote an opinion 
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piece in The Atlantic addressing Obamacare end-of-life issues among other 
matters. In that piece he wrote:

At 75 and beyond, I will need a good reason to even visit the doctor and take 
any medical test or treatment, no matter how routine and painless. And that good 
reason is not “It will prolong your life.” I will stop getting any regular preventive 
tests, screenings, or interventions. I will accept only palliative—not curative—
treatments if I am suffering pain or other disability.

Once I have lived to 75, my approach to my health care will completely change. I 
won’t actively end my life. But I won’t try to prolong it, either.

This means colonoscopies and other cancer-screening tests are out—and before 
75. If I were diagnosed with cancer now, at 57, I would probably be treated, unless 
the prognosis was very poor. But at age 65, it will be my last colonoscopy. No 
screening for prostate cancer at any age. 

Mr. Emanuel seems to argue that he can make decisions for himself about his 
own healthcare; but should he also make those decisions on end-of-life care for 
you as well?

The Healthcare Games could arrive before we know it. We still have time to 
reverse the current trajectory, orr else we will all be muttering the same phrase: 

“When Government runs your healthcare,  
the odds are never in your favor.” 




