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“The cause of America is in a great measure the cause of all mankind. Many 
circumstances have, and will arise, which are not local, but universal, and 
through which the principles of all lovers of mankind are affected, and in the 
event of which, their affections are interested.”     
— Thomas Paine, 1776

There is a war on America. 

Never before has America come under such sustained attack from enemies, 
both foreign and domestic. 

Many in the West rally against America and its culture. Proponents of Islam 
declare it the greatest evil. But there’s more. 

Anti-Americanism from outside would not be such a problem if Americans 
were united in standing up for their homeland. But this isn’t the case. A growing 
number of Americans are against their own nation, believing it is getting what 
it deserves. And many don’t realize they still live in the greatest country in the 
world, despite its clear failings and faults. 

America is not always right, but it’s the best thing we have. It’s exceptional, 
and indispensable. A strong and self-confident America is the best threat to 
the ascendancy of evil, and the greatest weapon against the values associated 
with the Western welfare state, secularism, and the Left. 

American exceptionalism is simple. It’s individualism, not collectivism. 
Patriotism, not relativism. Optimism, not pessimism. Limited government, 
not nanny state. God, not government. Faith, not secularism. Life, not death. 
Equality of opportunity, not equality of outcome. 

This is why in almost five thousand years of recorded human history; we have 
never seen another country like America.

Yet, fewer Americans than ever before understand, or even believe, their 
culture’s own greatness.
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Anti-Americanism is frustrating. The decline of America is terrifying. That’s 
why we must stand up and fight them by speaking the truth about American 
greatness. 

This booklet is a sharp incision into the heart of the Left’s agenda. 

In it, I continually refer to “Americans.” By that I mean patriotic, God-fearing 
Americans, each of whom represents the idealized American, but by no means 
every American. Culturally conservative with a providential worldview, these 
Americans are people of family, faith, flag, and neighborhood, defined by the 
belief that their past achievements, future opportunities, and blessings come 
from their Creator, not their government. Patriotic Americans are proudly 
principled, passionately individualistic, and resolutely self-determined, 
believing every person can rise above the circumstances of birth to achieve 
any outcome. This definition clearly excludes some. But it is my hope that I can 
help those Americans see and become such citizens.

This is a clear and concise 10-point reminder of just why America is the world’s 
exceptional country, and why civilization as we know it rests with the United 
States. After reading it, you will be able to defend and articulate why America 
is exceptional. 

NOTE: Remember that while the ten points are presented here as stand-alone, they are all 
intricately intertwined, enabling each other. For example, the size of government, the prominence 
of religious faith and the Second Amendment may at first appear to be independent issues, but 
upon closer inspection, we recognize that the size of government dictates the size of faith and 
the belief in the Second Amendment. Similarly, levels of patriotism have a direct relationship to 
successful migrant integration, cultural pride and military admiration.
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A country is generally defined as a nation with its own government, occupying 
a particular territory.

According to most counts, based on that definition, there are 196 countries in 
the world. 

But America is the only one that is not just a country.

America is special in that it is not just a country, geographical entity, or 
collection of fifty states; it’s an idea. It’s an ideal, an experiment, a notion, a hope, 
a value system pivotal to humanity as we know it – with meaning stretching far 
beyond a national identity, or a culture. 

Put simply, it’s the best idea the world has ever had.

This is why in five thousand years of recorded human history, we have never 
seen another country like America. It is indispensable to the world.
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It’s also why America elicits the most fevered emotions. An idea incites even 
more passion than a country. Ambivalence may be directed at the nation but 
seldom at the idea. This is why opinion on America ranges from misgivings to 
inspiration, misunderstanding to appreciation, loyalty to unfaithfulness, and 
approval to repudiation. 

Ideas are distinct to nations; they develop almost instantly a common language 
of citizenship and infuse a national narrative with romance, fostering the virtues 
of patriotism and optimism. That’s precisely what America has done. And the 
idea of America is, and will remain, deeply offensive to liberal or progressive 
agendas advocating collectivism, relativism, and greater government.

Conservative values, such as individualism, patriotism, Christianity, limited 
government, and support of Israel, are traditional American values. Sure, there 
exist paradox and inconsistency, but it cannot be said that the exceptions, no 
matter how stark, disprove the rule.

Think about it this way: If you compare the progressive ideological position 
with the foundational American position, on every count, they are poles apart. 
The Left believe in a collectivist society; the constitutional American in the 
individual. The Left subscribe to cultural relativism; the conservative American 
is the most patriotic of souls. The Left believe in more government and greater 
regulation; the freedom-loving American is anti-authority and deeply suspicious 
of government. The Left promotes radical multiculturalism; the American, 
E Pluribus Unum. The Left is uncomfortable with a world superpower and 
dislikes the concept of the nation-state; the patriotic American can’t stomach 
the United Nations.

Even without setting foot on American soil, it’s possible to be an American by 
heart and mind. In fact, there are millions of such people. 
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Have you ever heard of the Chinese dream? The Swedish dream? The German 
dream? Perhaps the British dream? No, you haven’t.

But I bet you’ve heard of the American dream. So has everyone else.

It has been, and remains the dream of millions across the globe. It’s also why 
the United States is still the world’s leading destination for immigrants.

Why is America uniquely able to offer a dream, no other country can?

The answer is simple. It’s the founding principles of America and the cultural 
circumstances that result from it. They provide the best environment known 
to man for extraordinary accomplishment. They offer the most opportunity. 
America’s founders were the architects of the American dream.

The ideal context for the pursuit of a dream is a culture that is open, nurturing, 
optimistic, patriotic, friendly, risk-welcoming, capitalistic, competitive and free, 
with limited government and a swim-or-sink reality. This describes America, 
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and nowhere else! (Note: a situation where government is limited, and faith is 
high, produces a culture like the one described). 

Americans believe that any individual can rise above the circumstances of birth 
and achieve anything he or she strives to achieve. There is no class of people 
forever condemned to poverty or guaranteed wealth. At her best, America 
believes in equality of birth, not equality of result. 

People come to America for the American Dream – and to escape political 
correctness. But the two are not mutually exclusive. They’re one and the same.

While political correctness has gripped America’s universities, schools, media 
and large corporations, it has not yet reached most everyday Americans. This 
is why the American Dream remains alive.

Political correctness weakens the health, and threatens the existence, of the 
American Dream. This is not simply because you can find yourself in hot water 
over something you may say, but because of the broader consequences it has 
on the cultural mindset.

Politically-correct ideology requires that success is resented. Ambition 
becomes suspicious. Mediocrity is preferred to excellence. The collective is 
elevated over the individual. Opportunity is limited. Patriotism is considered a 
form of social leprosy.

Unfortunately, even in countries similar to America where a more diluted 
version of the dream was once offered, it no longer exists, hidden by the 
symbols of political correctness: big government, gatekeepers, envy, an 
aversion to risk, and collectivism. When the focus is on the collective, individual 
dreams can never fully materialize.

In most other countries, the control and power of the political, media and 
industry establishment is far more influential than America’s. ‘Gatekeepers’ 
exist at every turn in almost every field, and if you judge the absence of 
any substantial objection in the community to their presence, one can only 
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conclude that these establishment ‘gatekeepers’ enjoy the support of the 
people of these other nations.  

It shouldn’t surprise Americans that the majority of the famous people they 
know of other countries all choose to live in the United States, rather than in 
their own country. They and their families are treated better. Their taxes are 
lower. The best of the best of every industry are there. And they have more 
opportunity.

Take it from soccer star, David Beckham:

I’ve been lucky to have been a pretty regular visitor 
to America since I was a boy. Time enough to get to 
know a country that I’ve grown to love . . . If I could 
take one aspect of American life back to England with 
me, it would be this country’s sense of patriotism; the 
feeling of a whole nation united under one flag. Maybe 
the pride Americans take in their country is one of the 
reasons why sports stars here seem to enjoy a level of 
respect that’s not always the case in Europe. Heroes of 
mine like Michael Jordan, Tiger Woods, Andre Agassi 
and Michael Johnson have been pushed on to greater 
achievement, I’d say, because they know they’ve got 
the unqualified support of the whole country behind 
them when they go into action.

These sporting greats . . . have taken advantage of 
being born and raised in the land of opportunity. The 
American Dream is founded on the same principles as 
my own: if you work hard enough, there never needs to 
be a limit on how far life can take you.

America is the greatest country on the earth in which to conduct business. 
It’s the land favored most by the entrepreneur and business owner, including 
those from other nations. History shows a healthy mix of capitalism, 
competition, and innovation. Even the climbing entrepreneurs and self-
starting businesspeople of other countries renew their dreams in America, in 
the absence of the cumbersome bureaucratic processes and cost-prohibitive 
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matters they were accustomed to. These unique circumstances truly liberate 
the wings of the entrepreneur. But the most essential capacity of man is to 
dream. It is essential and nonnegotiable. Without it, mediocrity is guaranteed. 
And nothing is more un-American than mediocrity. 

Americans have a visionary culture that is cognizant of the need for the 
achievement across generations which earmarks the future generation for 
focus. It’s another reason America is the most conducive place for a dream 
to be attained. The people of this nation, more than any other, believe the 
mentor to be the greatest agent in this mission, and mentoring another is 
nearly considered a patriotic duty. In America, it is common practice to mentor 
up and coming leaders. It’s part of the big-picture view embraced by American 
culture; that it is vital for the continued success of the nation that future 
generations receive the baton. In other countries, this selfless act and patriotic 
thinking is almost non-existent. Self-interest and short-termism are the fruits 
of the secular society with the socialistic keystone. They will only keep you 
down. But the act of mentoring lifts both the giver and the receiver.

America has been, and remains, the refuge for brilliant, creative, ambitious and 
independent thinkers of other lands. Their dreams can only be accommodated 
in the land of the free, and the home of the brave. America provides the most 
friendly, open, nurturing, free and optimistic environment for any individual 
to achieve their dream. This must be protected at all cost. It’s also why fighting 
political correctness should be an all-American sport. 
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America is the most patriotic country in the world. Any non-American will tell 
you this.

Loving one’s nation is perhaps only second in rank to service to one’s country. 
America has long been a nation full of citizens ready to pay the ultimate 
sacrifice for their country.

Yet the virtue of patriotism has been under steady and sustained attack 
since the conclusion of the last world war. It has gotten a bad rap over the 
years. Most other countries today consider it poor form, an outdated, anti-
intellectual, prejudicial, bellicose, and even immoral state. 

Just ask the French how this stance worked out for them. Their experiment 
after the First World War of embracing internationalism and pacifism and 
painting the pages of their children’s textbooks with the colors of surrender 
decimated their national will. Merci, teacher’s union. It ate at their resolve. And 
their superior military meant nothing when the Nazis came for them. It was all 
over before you could say bonjour. They folded like a cheap suit.
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Thankfully, while the rest of the world does internationalism, America does 
patriotism. American patriotism is as deep as it is wide. Today’s adults have 
been shaped by the events of the twentieth century; older Americans explain 
that their patriotism and nationalism deepened greatly during the two world 
wars. Younger Americans remember exactly when and where they were 
when the Twin Towers fell. These are different horrific events but host the 
same outcome. And time and time again, the same symbol of freedom has 
captivated them and rallied them like no other—the American flag. Flown 
for victory on the battlefield. Waved with enthusiasm in parades and events. 
Carefully and lovingly folded in tearful remembrance for a loved one lost in the 
line of duty. Raised in defiance of terrorists. Glorious always.

A string of thirty-one words, the Pledge of Allegiance is perhaps the greatest 
example of American exceptionalism. Recited by citizens standing and facing 
the American flag, with their right hands over their hearts, it succinctly 
encapsulates the fervor and flavor of the American patriotic condition. Until 
the scourge of “political correctness” found its way into their lives, it was hard 
to find a man, woman, or child anywhere in this land unable to recite the words 
of the Pledge. Events and meetings were started with it, and schoolchildren 
recited it daily.

But the Pledge does still get recited frequently. And it’s the only one of its kind 
in the world. It is a most unforgettable experience to stand amid Americans 
of all stripes at the beginning of public events and meetings, witnessing 
firsthand the swift, automatic shuffle of feet and collective pivoting of bodies 
in the direction of the hanging American flag. For words recited so often, they 
could easily be recited automatically, free of emotion. Yet voices invariably 
ring with passion, and the earnest faces, fixed eyes, and stern concentration 
are commensurate with the gravity of the words. From a cacophony of voices 
comes a united chorus. Out of many, one. No other country in the world has an 
equivalent of this pledge to the values of liberty and justice, or of its frequent 
recitation. Patriotism matters.

Patriotism is social and cultural glue; it affects every facet of human nature. 
Patriotism is responsible for American citizens’ confidence and incentive to 
be the acme of the world. Patriotism affords unity, strength, inclusion, and 
dominance of the world in every field, its roots firmly planted in the transcendent 
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values of individual freedom, Christianity, justice, and democracy. No one 
does patriotism like an American. It’s inspiring. 

America wins respect in the world when it displays who it is, not what self-
appointed cultural dieticians want it to become. 

“Old Glory” was a term first coined by patriot William Driver, a nineteenth-
century sea captain. His beloved American flag was flown aboard his ship in 
1831, and when he retired, he continued to fly it every chance he got. It was an 
outward expression of an inward pride in his country.

The visibility of a country’s flag within its own borders should always be seen 
as a measure of greatness and strength. But even in the countries most similar 
to America, it is flown only from their government buildings. The simple action 
of a man flying his flag outside his home in these places is considered different 
at best, obnoxious by most. This is a glaring contrast to the millions of homes 
and shops in thousands of towns that proudly display the American flag. 

It should be no surprise that from the foothills of the Appalachians in North 
Carolina to steamy Louisiana, and the deserts of Texas to the Rockies of New 
Mexico, the love of the American flag is widespread. As you crisscross small 
towns and big cities, irrespective of population or demography, you find flags 
adorning streets, shopping centers, office buildings, homes, graves, mailboxes, 
taxis, buses, cars, and gas stations. And these are not simply temporary 
decorations; they are permanent fixtures of patriotic pride. To Americans, 
they are daily reminders of their great country. To a visitor or an immigrant, 
they bring a strange sense of reassurance, comfort, and inclusion.
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Favored by business, sports, and entrepreneurs, the national colors of red, 
white, and blue (often with accompanying stars and stripes) show up on logos, 
mascots, shop fronts, and products. And it’s not uncommon for a citizen to 
bring a flag along while traveling to another country. Americans never forget 
their homeland, no matter where in the world they may find themselves.

While studying in China, a California student was staying in a university dorm. 
This young man approached his roommate, expressing a desire to hang up his 
American flag on the outside of their door. The approach was polite but firm 
and confident, and the roommate didn’t have any opposition to a suggestion 
put so reasonably. In fact, he was amazed at the intense pride in this man’s 
country that had inspired him to carry his flag halfway around the world, and 
at his eagerness to proclaim it in a foreign country.

There is said to be almost 3.8 million square miles of American soil, and there 
is not a stretch within the land without something bearing a name of historical 
or cultural connection. Streets, restaurants, buildings, businesses, towns, 
schools, hotels, and cities are named Liberty, Independence, Constitution, and 
Freedom. Americans even celebrate these values on their currency. Repetition 
is the mother of retention — patriotism is everywhere.
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While the rest of the West practices secular humanism as if it were a real 
religion, most Americans are fluent in their Christian faith. In fact, the entire 
American experience is irrevocably connected through Christianity, and 
religious observance is very common throughout the land. 

Americans acknowledge God on their money, in their courtrooms, and in their 
national anthem. Not to mention the Declaration of Independence, the Pledge 
of Allegiance, and their founding document. God is everywhere. John Adams 
wasn’t joking when he said that the Constitution “is designed for a moral and 
religious people” and that “it is wholly inadequate for any other.”

The Founders understood that a free people couldn’t survive under a 
constitutional republic unless they remain virtuous and morally strong. And 
the most promising method of securing a virtuous people is to elect virtuous 
leaders. Without religion, the government of a free people cannot be maintained.
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The religiosity of Americans is great because it’s at the heart of what makes 
this nation indispensable, different, and exceptional. It’s America’s secret 
weapon. Yet, though many may see it, few join the dots to understand 
its effects. The central text of the American value system is the Bible. This 
very nation was founded on the Christian view of man and government that 
prevailed at the time. The intent to forge a nation under God is clear to any 
reader of the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and the Bill of 
Rights—America’s famous texts. 

Washington DC is covered with references to God and faith by past leaders of 
this land. Anyone who visits the nation’s capital can almost feel the Christian 
roots underneath the soil on which they walk.

Alexis de Tocqueville, the famous French nobleman who visited America in the 
early nineteenth century made this observation:

“On close inspection, we shall find that religion, and not fear, has ever been 
the cause of the long-lived prosperity of an absolute government... There is no 
country in the world where the Christian religion retains a greater influence 
over the souls of men than in America, and there can be no greater proof of 
its utility and of its conformity to human nature than that its influence is 
powerfully felt over the most enlightened and free nation of the earth.”

It is clear from US history that Americans’ civic religion intensifies when they 
see the effects of atheism or evil; in the decade following the Second World 
War, patriotism was accompanied by a dramatic increase in civic religion. 
Think of President Eisenhower, who, in a bid to formally differentiate this land 
from the godless Soviet Union, added the words “under God” to the Pledge 
of Allegiance in 1954. Upon doing so, he said, “In this way, we are reaffirming 
the transcendence of religious faith in America’s heritage and future; in this way 
we shall constantly strengthen those spiritual weapons which forever will be our 
country’s most powerful resource in peace and war.”

Christian worship arms the American with fortitude and peace, requisite 
qualities for any world leader. It explains the famous American confidence. 
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This religiosity soothes the cultural soul and heals the national heart. This 
was seen in the curative role religion played in the aftermath of the Civil War 
and the prejudices associated with the civil rights movement. After the evil of 
September 11, America turned to it again. 

Americans have demonstrated the truth of Eisenhower’s words and the 
success of the Christian faith throughout their history. They offer the superb 
example of their nation, one with the greatest degree of liberty, prosperity, 
creativity, optimism, success, and peace, as evidence. Americans juxtapose 
their experience and God-fearing character with those of the avowed atheism 
of the previous century. Proudly secular tourists may find the religious fervor 
of Americans humorous, embarrassing, or even nauseating, but they certainly 
can’t deny that where atheism delivered the two most murderous regimes 
of the previous century—Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union—Christianity 
has permitted America to be the dynamic torch of liberty and the ultimate 
citadel upon which dreams of tyranny and oppression are shattered. That’s 
how Americans have chilled the bones and frozen the sweat of men who 
dream about tyranny. Nor can it be ignored that the more Christianity eroded 
in Europe, the weaker Europe became and the less power it held. In every way 
conceivable.

God is omnipresent in this land, to the American and visitor alike. He is there 
every time the American, or for that matter, the visitor, reaches into his 
pocket: the national motto “In God We Trust” is inscribed on America’s coins 
and printed on its dollars. The political leaders of America are incapable of 
delivering a significant oration without the concluding refrain of “God bless 
America.” It is not uncommon to see an American saying grace in a public 
restaurant or prayers before meetings. This isn’t the case anywhere else.

Pew Research indicates most Americans attend church at least once a week, a 
powerful contrast to their cousins in the West. Faith is now barren in formerly 
religious nations, with backs proudly turned on God. In the West, God has 
been removed from public discourse. Even at Easter and Christmas, public 
broadcasters no longer play traditional Christian films. Faith dare not be 
spoken of; public declaration of faith is considered the domain only of the 
extreme. When was the last time you heard someone say, “God bless” in 
Stockholm or Brussels or Amsterdam or Berlin? 
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The distinctly religious character of the America is the primary reason that 
creativity triumphs over destruction and hope presides over despair. The 
reason why America is a beacon of goodness for humanity is that the virtues 
and values of most Americans remain seeded in Christianity.

It also has an impact on political ideology. Tocqueville was unprepared for the 
effects of a multitude with faith: “On my arrival in the United States the religious 
aspect of the country was the first thing that struck my attention; and the longer I 
stayed there, the more I perceived the great political consequences resulting from 
this new state of things [to which I was unaccustomed.”

There is a correlation between Christianity and the virtue of freedom, as the 
Frenchman continued to point out: “The Americans combine the notions of 
Christianity and of liberty so intimately in their minds that it is impossible to 
make them conceive the one without the other.”

Where citizens of other lands perceive religion as limiting their individual 
freedom, the American produces a national amalgam. The rock, mortar, and 
marble of American history— much of it in the nation’s capital—reads the same 
as the American’s mind-set: that the Creator is the source of American liberty 
and that God’s sovereignty means that all human authority is delegated. Put 
another way, Americans believe that their fundamental rights come from God 
and are therefore inalienable. 

When Tocqueville later observed that Americans must surely hold their faith 
to be “indispensable to the maintenance of Republican institutions,” he was 
brilliantly accurate. American faith is, in fact, a great source of democracy.

American citizens are the most self-governing anywhere. Even if they have 
lost their way, they prefer to struggle through. While they remain at all times 
optimistic, conservative Americans also accept the sin nature of man, the same 
nature shared by their Founders. It is also clear that this self-determination 
has helped create a culture of morality and generosity in this land. Neither the 
bank nor the government is the American’s source: God is the provider.
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Americans are irrefutably charitable and possess a heart of humanitarianism 
and a pulse that beats with philanthropy. When the numbers are counted, the 
individual charity of this land is truly staggering—Americans give at least three 
times as much on average as Europeans. This country has historically given 
the most, and generosity here is usually based on religiosity, not wealth.

Only such a built-in conviction can account for the nature of American 
history, rich with this sentiment—from Benjamin Franklin’s suggestion for the 
Great Seal to portray Moses parting the Red Sea, to the declaration of John 
Adams that the early settlers of America were “a grand scheme and design in 
Providence,” to General Washington’s bulletproof nature.

Other words that many in America appear to live by and must continue to 
subscribe to are those of the great President Ronald Reagan: “If we forget we 
are One Nation under God, we will be a nation gone under.”
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It’s the world’s only melting pot.
5

The United States is the most successful country in the world in integrating 
immigrants. 

The concept of the ‘melting pot’, virtually synonymous with the United States, is 
the ultimate manifestation of American power and patriotism. 

Countries worldwide struggle with their immigrant populations, yet the United 
States has flourished because of them. American citizens’ loyalty to the United 
States never appears in doubt, ethnic heritage notwithstanding—a situation 
other Western countries covet. The common concerns today in countries such 
as Germany, Britain, France and Australia are that many of their immigrant 
arrivals feel a greater loyalty to their countries of birth or heritage. In some 
cases, it takes generations, if at all, to be considered German, or Swedish or 
Danish if you immigrate from another country. Not in America. It happens 
within one day! With respect to the ‘multiculturalism’ policies of every country 
in the Western world, it needs to be said: You cannot believe in everything, 
because if you believe in everything, then you believe in nothing.
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America, in contrast, has not suffered these problems as it believes in 
something. This is, again, all a product of the values-centric society that 
is America, and those values come first. Such values lead to the pursuit of 
cultural assimilation and acculturation. The key distinction between America 
and other countries is that America’s emphasis is the unity of shared values. 
It is about being one.

Embedded in the Great Seal of the United States of America, as well as on 
American money, is E Pluribus Unum, the Latin phrase for “Out of many, 
one.” There is no phrase that better accounts for or reflects the exceptional 
mentality and society of the American citizen than this. More people from 
more countries have immigrated to America in order to be free than to the 
rest of the world’s countries put together.

The American’s fixed eye on national unity and its virtues are sharply focused, 
an eyesight inherited from the Founding Fathers. In the Federalist Papers, the 
first American Supreme Court chief justice, John Jay, noted in 1787:

Providence has been pleased to give this one connected country to one united 
people—a people descended from the same ancestors, speaking the same 
language, professing the same religion, attached to the same principles of 
government, very similar in their manners and customs . . . This country and 
this people seem to have been made for each other, and it appears as if it 
was the design of Providence, that an inheritance so proper and convenient 
for a band of brethren, united to each other by the strongest ties, should 
never be split into a number of unsocial, jealous, and alien sovereignties.

America is indeed the “melting pot” of nations, united in its diversity of cultures 
and skin. America doesn’t care about ethnic or religious origins, but it does 
expect immigrants to assimilate to mainstream society by surrendering their 
differences. Allegiance to a nation other than one’s home may be common 
for citizens of other nations, but America has always recoiled at the prospect. 

When immigrants are expected to submit to the dominant culture of their 
new home, cohesion, success, and the exceptional can flourish. Ideally, new 
immigrants and Mayflower descendants alike are glued together by the 
English language, a belief in the American dream, and the values of freedom, 
justice, and equality of birth but not outcome. 
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Studying the scripted language of politicians is often a useful exercise in 
analysing culture. The words chosen reflect not just what the particular 
audience wishes to hear, but also the path that politician deems the most 
conducive to securing votes. As such, it is fascinating that in America the cultural 
spotlight on unity is echoed in the speech and communication of political 
leaders. By contrast, most Western democratic governments seldom refer to 
unity and adhere to a strategy of divide and conquer, as the implementation 
of this strategy has been shown to be the best way of winning elections. 

It’s important to note that while the Left champions diversity, America has 
always championed diversity in unity.

Critics of America conveniently ignore the success and ambition of the 
American project and its enormous contribution to civilisation. Where recent 
history has shown us that the rest of the world seeks the division of nations 
into micro-states to resolve matters of conflict, America hosts an incredibly 
large and diverse population, living under the one federal government, in 
peace. 

For every illegal immigrant that enters this country, there is at least one who 
came here through the proper channels, who considers that he or she is owed 
nothing. Every family that has escaped religious or cultural persecution can 
begin again here. For those who seek the values, opportunities, and lifestyle 
of the American—their shot at the American dream—their footholds in the 
mountain of success are matters of choice and personal work.

The ethnic heritage of a man in this land remains only in his last name, its absence 
conspicuous in his personality, interests, and moral compass. He is not defined by 
limits or certain traits of the circumstances of his birth. He, an individual, is what 
he chooses to be. Unburdened and unfixed. The way it should be.
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The fight against evil can only be categorized as the noblest act of humanity, 
and the success of that objective is its greatest achievement. 

Likewise, the noblest cause and greatest accomplishment of any nation is the 
same struggle. 

America has dedicated itself more to this fight than any other. None of the 
global challenges, from defeating terror, to widening economic opportunity, 
to building a world order based on mutual respect, can be secured without 
American power and purpose. US leadership and engagement are necessary 
for almost every regional flash point.

The history of the modern world, when taught factually with balance and 
without bias, affirms the debt of gratitude owed to America. Without America, 
Europe would suffer under tyranny, the Asian continent under a single 
emperor, Australia and New Zealand would be under Japanese control, and 
the people of Eastern Europe would be without a taste of the freedom they 
have today.
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America’s military might is the greatest manifestation of American 
exceptionalism. It’s the greatest military in the history of the world, and to this 
day remains stronger than the rest of the world’s militaries combined. 

Compared to the people of other countries, Americans consider evil a noun, 
not an adjective. They hold a dualistic, unambiguous, and black-and-white 
worldview that colors them and the decisions their leaders make. Since the 
abandonment of isolationist policies, Americans have always been the first to 
boldly step forward to put an end to the savage marauding of freedom.

It is certainly true that at the core of any great nation is a strong military, but 
the true test of greatness is the cultural weight it lends to its troops. American 
patriots have an instinctive, unconditional love for their armed forces, which 
is permanently on display. They believe that their troops are God’s, carrying 
out His work. America is the keeper of civilization. America promises justice in 
a hostile and cruel world.

The visitor finds that this love and appreciation of things military are far in 
excess of that of any other society. Where citizens of other countries generally 
greet their respective militaries with courtesy and platitude, Americans have 
an incomparable reverence and adulation. Americans appear to understand 
better than any the reality that the few men and women who stand tall are the 
reason that some in society can stand at all. 

Because of that deep love and respect, it is not uncommon here to see 
Americans in public wave, salute, or signal approval to the men and women 
in uniform. What a difference from America’s Atlantic neighbor, Britain, where 
British military are told to wear civilian clothing when back home so as not 
to incite violence, particularly after the gruesome hacking to death of British 
Army Drummer Lee Rigby in a public place of greater London. In America I 
have witnessed, on more than one occasion, a civilian approaching a man in 
uniform and politely interrupting him to express gratitude for his service.

America’s profound militarism sets Americans apart from their Western 
cousins, even those with the English tongue: the most striking difference is 
perhaps their gallant Australian ally, who are a martial people if pushed, but 
never militaristic. It is clear that American patriots see their military as the 

page 22 | turning point usa 10 WAYS AMERICA IS EXCEPTIONAL



protector and purveyor of freedom, and it must not be forgotten that freedom 
is their identity. After all, it is what the first immigrants came here for.

All across this nation, Americans have set up extraordinary numbers of 
museums, memorials, artefacts, tributes, and military cemeteries—both as a 
product of the grand virtue of militarism and a masterful method by which to 
remind a citizenry of its service. It is, for all these reasons, why the military is 
such an integral part of American life and why it is central to the fortress of the 
American mind: confidence, faith, passion, and gratitude.

If you ever wanted evidence of the influence and significance of the military in 
US culture, look no further than ‘the Crossroads of the World’—Times Square, 
in New York City. Directly in the centre of Times Square is an Armed Forces 
Recruiting Station. Could you imagine this in London or Berlin or Tokyo or 
Sydney?

At the heart of the patriotic American lies the strong virtue of service. Whether 
through the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Coast Guard, Americans 
were often at war in the twentieth century and have been continually at war 
in the twenty-first. I cannot help but feel that this continued participation has 
had the effects of increased patriotism, fortified morale, and bolstered unity 
on this culture.

American patriots are unrivaled in their support of action to liberate societies, 
eliminate threats, and set other lands in a new and improved direction. The 
price of spreading these virtues to the corners of the world has been enormous 
and stirs the deepest reaches of the American soul. The American military 
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uniform is to the eye of the oppressed civilian what the oasis is to one dying of 
thirst: the subjugated run to it, not away from it.

It’s important to also note how the US military has benefited both America 
and the world through development and innovation, creating and developing 
e-mail, the Internet, and the Global Positioning System, not to mention its 
advancement of scientific and technological research. No one could imagine 
the world today without these leaps.  

It would also be remiss to not mention humanitarian aid; the military plays 
a significant role in humanitarian aid through the use of its resources to 
implement the programmes through delivery and on-the-ground assistance.

The United States military serves to protect and defend not only America and its 
allies but also every citizen of every land. It stands ready at all times to deploy, 
engage, and destroy. The American military protects the world.
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Limited government.
7

Limited government is as American as apple pie. Nowhere else in the world is it 
considered a mainstream virtue. 

Americans, more so than any other people, have a keen interest in and 
appreciation for their democratic beginnings. It was the Frenchman 
Tocqueville who made the first outsider observation of the remarkableness 
and exceptionalism of this people’s ability to come together to meet a common 
objective. He opined further that this capacity and appetite bred an active 
political and civil society, effectively safeguarding selfless patriotism through 
these acts of unity. While the land today is vastly different from what he found, 
it may certainly be said that Americans continue this tradition of collaboration, 
more so than any other nation’s citizens.

Americans carved their exceptionalism early by choosing a Latin derivative 
for the name of the legislative assembly known as Congress, from congressus, 
a reference to the active process of having come together. This is in stark 
contrast to the majority of other nations of the West who favored “Parliament,” 
a reference to a mere place of speech.
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The American people harbor a fervid, almost blazing distaste for and mistrust 
in government. Their putdowns of government can be withering, and they 
extol the virtues of the limited government at the drop of a hat. Americans 
are fluent in the simple inverse relationship of reality: with the growth of 
government comes the reduction of individual liberty. The only aristocracy 
that ideally exists in America is one grounded not on birth or need, but on 
individual courage, effort, and vision. 

Most succinctly stated, the purpose of government is to secure our liberties. 
Individual liberty is an essential ingredient for any fair, prosperous society. 
Insistence on big government and centrally planned, highly regulated societies, 
and the modern statism they produce has been traditionally rejected. The 
American state has efficiently nurtured creativity and innovation by allowing 
enormous scope to its citizens in pursuit of these efforts. This scope, first 
envisioned by the Founding Fathers, is the ultimate characterization of the 
American republic and her people. Where people of other countries feel limited 
or constrained by bureaucratic interference or the need for government 
approval, Americans are empowered, knowing success is largely contingent 
on them. 

America is a republic, not a democracy. Unlike the numerous democratic 
forms of government in the West, where the outsider as an individual has no 
protection against the unlimited power of the majority, America’s form is a 
constitutionally limited government with the intent of controlling the majority 
to protect the individual’s God-given and unalienable rights through a written 
constitution. Religious liberty is the foundation of democratic freedom, and 
Americans understand this.

Americans are addicted to the idea of a genuinely free election. They put up, 
for election, propositions and almost every position available in this society, 
from the school board to the town dogcatcher. In other countries, the police 
force, the local school, the hospital, the cemetery, waste collection, and all 
such matters are the territory of the bureaucrat, with very limited oversight 
by the politician.
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These decentralized democratic traditions of America today were those that 
Tocqueville so admired because they were the obstacles to tyranny. Americans 
seem to have always understood that government can only do them, their 
culture, and their community harm if it is able to reach them. This is why they 
have always insisted on voting for their judges, their police, and their schools. 
The localization of power is their defense mechanism. Americans desire to 
be represented, not governed. Limited government feeds its citizens’ dreams 
and starves their fears. The devolution of America to a European model will 
see some of life being drained from life. Needs might be met, but there is 
no deep satisfaction. Nineteenth-century political philosopher John Stuart Mill 
explained the dangers of big government: 

“A government with all this mass of favors to give or to withhold, however 
free in name, wields a power of bribery scarcely surpassed by an avowed 
autocracy, rendering it master of the elections in almost any circumstances 
but those of rare and extraordinary public excitement.”

The gateway to a nation’s liberty is the people’s choice to cast a vote. Without 
it, the democratic system is little but a hollow roar, an affront to the cost of 
blood and treasure sacrificed for freedom. Many other countries compel them 
by law to vote; Americans gladly volunteer their votes. The outcomes of the 
system espouse the American culture of independence, individuality, risk, 
optimism, opportunity, meritocracy, and freedom. These ends are achieved in 
this land through the presence of the genuine political movement, the culture 
of giving, the primary election, and the medley of free and unfettered opinion. 
So great is America’s obsession that its citizens even vote with their feet—
moving to where they want to live and work. 

This happens nowhere else.
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America celebrates greatness more than any other country. Americans tend to 
be unafraid to speak of, or expect, greatness.

American culture is open and buoyant. Bold. Exciting. It is also very unique. 
Success and audacity are what fuel the American heart and soul. People 
here thumb their noses at restrictions and plain ideas. The greatest disdain 
is held, not for the state of mediocrity, but for those who aspire to it. Here, 
historically, there has always been a firm will to win. Eccentricity is praised and 
celebrated, and the individual is cultivated at the expense of the collective. 
This is a land where fierce competition is sponsored and an entrepreneurial 
spirit is breathed. What American kid wants to grow up and be the vice president? 
Who came second in the hundred-yard dash in the Olympics? In America, if you’re 
not first, you’re last.

Part of the culture of this great nation is that its citizens possess an air of 
supreme confidence, which buoys the essential American spirit. It is a powerful 
machine capable of tremendous precision. The culture in America, unlike 
elsewhere, promotes life as an adventure, not an ordeal. When working at its 
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optimum, humanity fulfils its destiny, the weak become strong, and the strong 
become great. Americans’ national culture has afforded them extraordinary 
domination: agriculture, industry, and information belong to them. And 
human innovation translates to inventive genius. The cultural exports of 
this land reach the corners of the world, and America’s scientific discovery is 
equally limitless. In economics, in science, in culture, and militarily, the land 
here is grandly exceptional, with the individual setting the standard and the 
outsider taking action with one eye firmly fixed on the American experience.

You will have noticed how many industry leaders in America are natives of 
other countries. The flight of the talented and ambitious from their native 
lands to America is not novel. Countries that suffer the so-called brain drain 
can usually expect their best and brightest to pursue their interests in America. 
It is clear that Americans could not see matters more differently than citizens 
of other lands. Where other countries, armed with socialistic sympathies, view 
its best and brightest as a relaxed comfort, a demographic to which little or 
no responsibility is due, in this country, their American equivalents are the 
most intentionally nurtured, mentored, guided, promoted, and rewarded. 
That’s why talented and ambitious outsiders gladly make this country their 
new home. Their appetite for ambition is satiated here, and their dreams of 
greatness are realized through opportunity.

Americans are exceptional because their roots are profoundly anti-statist. 
Sovereignty is invested in the people, not the state. When sovereignty rests 
with people, the capacity for human achievement is limitless, as the American 
demonstrates. This is the ultimate appeal of the American culture it is a vehicle, 
powered by the fuel of mainstay values, for the fulfillment of dreams through 
opportunity and risk.

People of other nations are driven by a fear of loss; the American, driven 
by a desire for gain. Where caution maims, risk mobilizes. It’s the difference 
between something and everything. In this candid country, the dream is not 
merely an internal state of the mind, but a verbal proclamation. Where people 
of other nations equate any words of hope and optimism with delusion, the 
American greets any grand vision for individual life with enormous enthusiasm 
and makes the impossible feel possible. While every other Western country 
has a culture striving for mediocrity, Americans are unabashed in their pursuit 
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of greatness. America’s greatness also nudges people to be bigger and better, 
all for the sake of competition.

To this end, inspiration has become the infrastructure of this culture. The 
visiting outsider cannot help but be stunned by the popularity and size of the 
self-help section of the American bookshop. It is common to see an American 
engaged in reading an autobiography, biography, or other form of motivational 
material. Prudent Americans tune their attention through reading, learning, 
watching, and listening to those whom they admire the most and who have 
attained the highest levels of success. 

Americans must surely be the most open of all people to self-improvement. 
This practice and predilection is entirely compatible with the exceptional love 
and celebration of success in this grand nation, and it is bolstered by the belief 
that people can elevate, overcome, and succeed if only they put their hearts 
and minds into the effort. The absence of relativism in the American psyche is 
refreshing. In America, someone is actually worth learning from and reading 
about—we’re not all the same, and the successful person didn’t just get lucky.

Americans are often astounded to learn that even in the countries of their 
English-speaking cousins, the citizen who has distinguishing talents or 
achievements, perceived or genuine, is resented, criticized, and targeted. The 
non-American culture is unforgiving and critical to the successful individual, 
designed to eliminate confidence and superiority. It is hostile to anyone with 
initiative, self-esteem, and the ability to make money. To display individuality, 
to not conform, to make your own rules, leads to a lack of recognition at best, 
or a steady personal and media assault at worst. In this sense, these cultures 
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are profoundly leftist in the worst sense. It is true that the Left love trashing 
individual achievement, as it threatens their vision. 

Americans who visit other Western countries are appalled at how brutally 
unkind these cultures are to their public figures, and how hateful they are 
to anyone with a degree of success, perceived or otherwise. Non-American 
cultures desire a level society. The statist detests personal success and hates it 
to be rewarded. These circumstances create mediocrity and failure, and offer 
no incentive for achievement, inspiration, or opportunity. In these societies, 
success becomes a matter of personal shame.

This is the opposite of how America treats the high achievers. In America, 
envy is replaced with deep admiration, respect, and personal ambition. The 
greatest love of the American is the winner, a sign of success. Any visitor can 
feel the power the American exerts in every effort to assist success. There can 
be no doubt associated with it: this country is the greatest of any land for the 
successful individual. Ever wondered why virtually every major star—sports, 
film, or music—irrespective of where they hail from, lives in America? Not to 
mention the leaders of most industries. America has benefited enormously 
from the brain drain mentioned earlier.
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Americans conduct business in an exceptional way. America is the prime 
engine of all the economic growth and prosperity of the world.

The greatest accomplishment of any great nation is its ability to spread its 
culture and values to faraway lands and people. Thanks to unprecedented 
entrepreneurial innovation, Americans have achieved this without parallel. It’s 
important to note that a global middle class would not have been possible 
without American power and purpose in the last sixty years. It should not be 
forgotten that innovation often thwarts crisis; it lifts the spirits and encourages 
a free-thinking mentality.

Business and employment in America plays a massive role in the culture. 
Americans not only find their worth but also pursue their happiness and 
opportunity through their careers and a belief in wealth creation—fundamental 
to the American experience.

Optimism has helped fuel entrepreneurial innovation in America. In fact, many 
of the nation’s most exceptional business innovations were born in the most 
economically inhospitable times. Several corporate giants are substantive 
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proof: Microsoft, Hewlett-Packard, General Electric, and IBM. These facts are 
easy to explain: the absence of self-confidence inhibits creativity and risk, a 
deficiency from which Americans do not suffer. They are a most self-confident 
people and are correspondingly creative and risk-prone. 

Americans believe in their vocations; they are always seeking a life of meaning. 
Employment gives them reason and definition, and they thrive on effort. There’s 
also a deep personal pride in their work. It’s what happens when government 
isn’t God, trying to control everything.

Service is an enormous priority of the businesses here. Hospitality employees 
of this nation often rely on tips to make ends meet, as the industry has been 
engineered to offer low hourly rates. It is the American’s theory that the income 
of such employees is uncapped, which provides an enormous incentive to 
perform for individual rewards. No limit on potential. It shouldn’t be a surprise, 
then, that the service offered in the private sector here is exceptional. American 
employees, typically greeting their customers with a friendly smile, exert 
considerable effort to be helpful, exude competence, and provide the best 
experience to every patron. Tipping also proves a flourishing humanitarian 
spirit: people’s moral values and Christian influence are reinforced each time 
they provide a tip because they are reminded of the need to care for their 
fellow citizens in the community. Brilliantly and breathtakingly American in every 
sense. Not one other country on the earth has tipping as such an integral part 
of the economy. 

America is the greatest on the earth in which to conduct business. It’s the country 
favored most by the entrepreneur and business owner, including those from 
other nations. History shows a healthy mix of capitalism, competition, and 
innovation. Even the climbing entrepreneurs and self-starting business people 
of other lands renew their dreams here, in the absence of the cumbersome 
bureaucratic processes and cost-prohibitive matters they were accustomed 
to. These unique circumstances truly liberate the wings of the entrepreneur.

The exceptionalism of America lies in its unfailing commitment to competition 
in all arenas of life, but most spectacularly in her private sector. I have 
encountered fewer fiercer forces than the corporate and capitalist sectors in 
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America. It is a matter of course that in the life of the American business or 
company, it is forced to rediscover, revitalize, reimagine, and remake. Such 
are the consequences of robust competition and perpetual threat, and such 
is the self-made nature of the society in which the business finds itself. In 
such societies as this, innovation becomes intrinsic, benefiting the consumer. 
The great inventions for which Americans are renowned, and every school 
kid could once recite—steamboat, telegraph, steel plow, reaper, telephone, 
electric lightbulb, phonograph, and assembly line—all offer evidence of the 
unprecedented and exceptional innovation that has delivered widespread 
wealth through technological advances. In today’s world, the use of American 
inventions is overwhelmingly. Every-day life involves the use of some American 
technology, whether it is the credit card, the jumbo jet, anesthesia, MRIs, cable 
television and laser. 

All over America, at any time, you can detect the unmistakable whirring of the 
business engine. Entrepreneurship and innovation are far and wide across 
this land, even in the unlikeliest of territories. From the produce stores of the 
Amish in Pennsylvania, to the six-year-old in Memphis performing gymnastics 
on Beale Street, to the lemonade stands of the ambitious young girl in the 
neighborhood street of central Illinois, initiative transcends geography, 
culture, or style.

American entrepreneurial innovation also receives help from American 
universities. They are exceptional in supporting the individual and his or her 
entrepreneurial quest for success. Nearly all the greats of the information age 
were spawned in the computer labs of such educational providers across the 
land, including Google, Microsoft, Facebook, and Hewlett-Packard. The role of 
Stanford University in the story of Google is particularly heart-warming, with 
its financial investment stake in Google and the continual encouragement and 
support by university administration and staff.
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Nothing is more emblematic of the exceptionalism of America than the Second 
Amendment. 

Without the Second Amendment, there are no other amendments: the rest of the 
Constitution is a recommendation. 

There is a moral, legal, and philosophical case for the right of the people to 
keep and bear arms. 

It defines what America is about. It speaks to the character of America and 
to the mentality and philosophy of the American. It reflects why America 
came into being and the success of its human experiment. It is central to the 
relationship between the citizen and the state.

Civilian disarmament is based on the assumption that people are irresponsible 
(unless they work for the government). America was founded on the opposite 
premise. 
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Just as there is no greater moral imperative than keeping America strong, 
there is no greater moral imperative than supporting and advocating the 
constitutional right to bear arms. 

Not to mention, it makes little philosophical sense for the elected 
representatives of a government that is subordinate to the people to be able 
to disarm those people. 

As an enlightened state may by no means act as the arbiter of its critics’ words, 
it may not remove from the people the basic rights that are recognized in the 
very document to which it owes its existence.

The right to bear arms is the greatest test of genuine freedom, the best 
protection of you, your family, and your property; the greatest deterrent of 
governmental overreach, the greatest disincentive to foreign invasion, the 
greatest defense to the two cancers of the West— radical Islam and socialism—
and the greatest asset to a confident and individualistic society.

Unlike the people of other nations, Americans are far more inclined to suspect 
and distrust the government, not the people. 

John Locke, who was crucial to the Founders’ thinking, held that we are 
possessed of the inalienable right to own our bodies. From this, we get the 
“life, liberty, and the pursuit of property” construction that was subtly changed 
in the Declaration to make more explicit the personal nature of property. And 
from the notion that one controls one’s body and may defend it, we get the 
attendant right to bear arms; you can’t defend yourself with parchment.

Americans face a vicious criticism of their right to keep and bear arms. 
Foreigners consider gun culture of this country as evidence of their own moral 
and cultural superiority over the American. But they are wrong.

Isn’t it amazing that the rest of the world is prepared to marvel at American 
brilliance and innovation and to acknowledge that it is the most advanced 
country in the world, but it is not prepared then to consider the merits of their 
Second Amendment? Or consider its role in their success?
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American exceptionalism is not an accident. 

Nor did it happen by chance.

It happened because America fostered a state that allowed its citizens the 
widest latitude for creativity and innovation. It rewarded success without 
government approvals and bureaucratic interference. It embraced religious 
faith, aspiration, and risk. And for those reasons, the people of America have 
been the most enterprising, market-oriented, individualistic, and averse to 
taxation and regulation to have ever walked the earth.

I do not believe for one second that America’s best days are behind her. 
American decline is not inevitable. And those who say that America should 
manage its decline “gracefully” should be told rather indelicately what they can 
do with their opinion.

Yes, America is falling behind, but only in fulfilling its potential. Take it from 
me: there is no other country in the world even close to America. The American 
model has offered, and continues to offer, a greater chance for dignity, hope, 
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and happiness for more people than any other system of government has 
offered its own. If that weren’t the case, you would not be dealing with the 
illegal immigration problem you currently have.

I love America because it is confident, competitive, courageous, faithful, 
idealistic, innovative, inspirational, charitable, and optimistic. It is everything 
as a nation that I wish to be as a person.

To me, America is the hope that banishes hopelessness.

Our mission is clear. We need to rescue America. Through consistency, 
dedication, and faithfulness. Through going back to the beginning. By keeping 
the traditional family unit as your greatest treasure. By standing for liberty. 
By standing for the Constitution. By having a victory mentality, not a victim 
mentality.

The idealism of America is what makes it so great. To overcome its trials of 
today, it must once more embrace the ideas that inspired and motivated the 
Founders and that inspired me to pen this booklet.

We want an America where the weak become strong and the strong become 
great. Where you can still rise above the circumstances of your birth and 
achieve what you want to achieve. After freedom, inspiration is America’s 
next greatest export. Anything is possible. Spread the word to your friends, 
neighbors, and acquaintances. And let what starts spread and spread across 
families, towns, counties, and states—let the steady trickle turn into a stream, 
and then a waterfall, and then an ocean. Let there be a patriotic flood that 
washes the pollutants and contaminants away.

We can do it. We will do it. We must do it. God bless America.
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This s a hilarious yet very informative publication that explores  
50 ridiculous examples of government waste.

Indoctrination Prevention  
Too many college professors indoctrinate instead of educate. 
Indoctrination Prevention addresses and refutes the top 10 myths 
proclaimed by college professors in academia today, and provides 
students with the facts to fight back.

How to Debate Your Teacher (and Win!) Second Edition  
A booklet that teaches students how to combat liberal 
indoctrination in the classroom and stand up for their beliefs.  
Our goal with this publication is to empower, inspire, and  
train young people to make classrooms in America a place  
of intellectual diversity.

How America Broke Its Wings  
This booklet describes the history and real meaning of the terms 
“left-wing” and “right-wing,” and presents a new philosophy  
for to describe our political differences without  
developing sloppy language that leaves us  
unnecessarily divided.

Turning Point USA writes and publishes custom publications designed to train, 
educate, and inspire young activists about important economic issues and 
principles.

These booklets are distributed on hundreds of college campuses each day, 
and are also available to read online for free.

Below are a select few of these great publications. Visit www.tpusa.com/
publications for the rest of the publications offered by Turning Point USA.

TPUSA PUBLICATIONS FOR YOUNG ACTIVISTS






